
Welcome back to Hillcrest for 

2021! Its been a very interesting 

start to the year, and we would like 

to thank all the students, parents 

and community in supporting us. 

We hope that the rest of the term 

runs smoothly, with no more speed 

bumps.  

As we started a week later this 

term, we now only have eight 

weeks in Term One. Please note 

that we are in Week Two currently, 

for all rosters and timetables.  

Business Plan 

We have a new Business Plan 

this year. It covers 4 areas: 

Our Staff 

Our Students 

Our Community  

Our Environment  

Together these are Our School. 

The new mural below is in the 

Undercover Area and illustrates 

these areas.  

 

Issue One, 2021 

Talk about Hillcrest… 

Upcoming Holidays 

 1st March Labour Day 

 2nd April Good Friday 

 3rd April – 18th April – Term 1 
school holidays  

 

Staffing 

This year, we have some new staff joining us.  

We would like to welcome them to Hillcrest – 

we will soon show them why we are the best 

school ever! 

Mr Sol Stern is joining us as our new Media 

Arts teacher. Mr Stern has come from Kewdale 

PS where he was the Digital Technologies 

teacher.  

Mr Danial Swan is our Room 6, Year 5 teacher. 

Mr Swan is a Baywater resident, and has come 

from Poseidon PS. 

Ms Joanne Anderson is our Room 18, Year 3 

teacher. Ms Anderson has come from Penrhos 

College.  

Mr Mitchell Paddick is our Room 9, Year 2 

teacher. Mr Paddick was previously an AIEO at 

Illawara PS and has made the successful 

transition to teacher.  

Ms Alana Cole is our ECC1 teacher of Kindy Red 

and Blue. Ms Cole was at Hillcrest as a relief 

and short term contract teacher last year.  

Mrs Bernadine Swinfield is our PP EA in ECC5. 

She joins us from Carlisle PS.  

Miss Heather Mackay joins us as our music 

specialist three days a week from Weld Square 

Primary School.  

We also welcome Ms Megan Harwood, Ms Jo 

Harvey, Mrs Julie Ford and Mrs Chrys 

Matthews who will be working in the ECC on 

Fridays. Mrs McNamara has returned from 

maternity leave and is in the ECC on Fridays.  

 

 



Assembly 

Our assemblies are on Friday mornings of odd weeks for 

Term One and even weeks for the remainder of the year. 

Year One to Six attend all year, and the ECC joins us for 

items for Semester Two. STARR awards are issued at each 

assembly with SuperSTARR at the end of term. At this stage, 

parents are not able to attend assemblies, but we will keep 

you up to date as this situation arises. All assemblies will be 

on Facebook so families can see the items.  

Uniforms 

Our uniform means the students are 

easy to identify, costs are kept to a 

minimum, students feel part of a team 

and everyone is equal. 

 

Open night 

Come along Wednesday evening, 17th 

February to your child’s classroom to 

hear, from the teacher, the expectations 

on your child for the year.  

Meetings are: K/PP - 5:00 – 5:30 

Year 1/2 - 5:30 – 6:00 

Year 3/4 - 6:00 – 6:30 

Year 5/6 - 6:30 – 7:00  

We ask that students do not attend 

meetings. 

Healthy Eating 

This year, in line with DoE policy, no birthday 

cakes, lollies, icy poles or any other sweet items 

are to be shared for birthdays.  The canteen 

offers heathy fruit or vegetable platters if you 

would like to have a celebration for your child or 

perhaps you could give a non food related item. 

Talk to your classroom teacher or pop into admin 

if you would like further information. 

Payment Plans 

We welcome regular payments to help 

‘smooth’ your contributions throughout 

the year.  See the Manager Corporate 

Services, Mrs Mohr for more info. 

Paintings 

Local resident Cassey Amplett has completed a 

number of paintings for us. They are on display in 

the front office. Thank you Cassey!  

 
Breakfast Club 

Breakfast club will resume next week on 

a Tuesday and Thursday morning.  It is 

open from 8:15am – 8:45am. Students 

will still arrive at class before the bell.  

Compass 

We use the platform Compass for 

communications. Please ensure you have a login 

and if necessary, see Mrs McKenzie in the office 

and she will get it sorted for you. Classroom 

teachers will use this to share what is happening 

in the classrooms as well as admin news.  

Optional Choir 

Year 4-6 are invited to attend 

our optional choir before 

school on Wednesdays. 

Information has been sent 

home with interested 

students. This is in addition to 

the Year Four choir that 

operates during school time. 



          

  

Come along to the AGM on Wednesday, 17th February at 7pm in 

the staffroom to be a part of our wonderful P&C! 

Positions are available for nomination, as well as general committee members.  

President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Executive officers 

The P&C contributes to the school by fundraising, supporting and co-ordinating events, 

running the canteen and uniform shop and assisting with school beautification.  

 A note from the Chaplain 

In these uncertain times, our children sense when things just aren’t ‘right’. They  

feel deeply, especially in these times of our current issues with COVID, lockdown,  

bushfires, anxiety, health, physical distancing and returning to school. Karen  

Young has a wonderful webpage called ‘Hey Sigmund’ and she writes about  

‘What to Say When Kids Ask Hard Questions, or When They Know Things Aren’t  

‘Right’.   

When your child feels wobbly, they are looking to you for a sense of safety. They need to 

know that adults in their lives are holding them. You need to give them as much detail as they 

need to feel safe, but not too much that will overwhelm them. They need to know you hear 

them, see them, and understand how they are feeling. Validation is so very important. For 

example you could say, ‘Yes, I see you, I hear you and I’m with you’. Responses to their 

feelings and behaviour might sound like this; 

 ‘Yes, I see how worried you are about this,’ or 
 ‘Yes, it’s scary isn’t it,’ or 
 ‘Yes, this has been such a big year for our family. We’ve had some big changes and that 

can feel confusing or worrying. I really get that,’ or 
 ‘Yes, it feels so unfair that bad things happen sometimes. I wish so much that things 

could be different. It makes sense that you would feel sad or mad about that. I feel like 
that too sometimes,’  

Please feel free to contact me if you need any assistance with this.  

Amy Johnson 

 

 



 
We welcome feedback.  If you have 

any suggestions on how to make 

our school better, please email 

them to 

Hillcrest.PS@education.wa.edu.au 

Every Student, Every Day 

At Hillcrest we encourage students 

to attend every day.   

Did you know that if your child misses a day a 

fortnight, or a week a term, that will add up to a year 

of schooling by the end of Year Nine! 

Applications for vacation during school time must be 

approved by the Administration Team. 

If your child is away sick, please inform the office or 

the classroom teacher. We will also send you an SMS 

to let you know. Please do not send your child to 

school sick, as it can make other students and staff 

sick too.  A sick child is often unable to concentrate 

and will not benefit from being at school.  

Canteen 

A reminder that our canteen 

operates on Monday, Wednesday 

and Fridays. Orders can be made in 

person or online.  

Week Two 

A reminder that this week is Week 

Two. Last week’s lockdown was 

Week One. This is particularly 

important for Kindy rosters.   

Social Media 

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram!   

Do you know all these staff?    

School Fees 

Thank you to everyone who has paid the 2021 school fees. We use money from this to 

purchase things like extra technology in the classroom and resources for classrooms. We really 

appreciate your contribution. Payment can be made straight to our bank account or with 

EFTPOS at the front office.  


